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What We Found From  
Preceding Studies
The US 64 Corridor Study is part of a 
series of studies that consider ways 
to improve the US 64 and NC 49 cor-
ridors, which stretch from Charlotte 
to Raleigh.  The first study, called 
Phase I, identified future roadway 
improvements within the study area 
and identified the major elements of  
a significant financial investment.  
The ultimate corridor vision ident i fied 
in Phase I included the following: 

• Upgrade US 64 from I-40 near   
 Mocksville to the proposed NC 540 
 in Apex to a freeway,
• Upgrade US 64 from the proposed 
 NC 540 to US 1 in Cary to an 
 expressway and,
• Upgrade NC 49 from I-85 near   
 Charlotte to US 64 in Asheboro  
 to a freeway.

US 64
Corridor Study

GET INVOLVED

• 1st Newsletter ________________________________ March 2008 
• 2nd Newsletter __________________________________April 2008 
• 1st Workshop ___________________________________ May 2008 
• 3rd Newsletter _______________________________October 2008 
• 2nd Workshop _______________________________October 2008 
• Complete Study _________________________________April 2009

Workshop dates and locations will be advertised in future newsletters.

Strategic Highway  
Corridors Initiative
The US 64 Corridor Study is 
part of NCDOT’s Strategic 
Highway Corridor initiative to 
provide a network of high-
speed, safe, reliable highways 
throughout North Carolina. 
These Corridors are critical 
to statewide mobility and 
connectivity and promote a 
vision of modern, efficient 
transportation, supportive of 
economic opportunities, and 
environmental excellence. For 
further information, please visit 
www.ncdot.org/~shc. 

Your Input Matters 
The US 64 Corridor Study is being conduct ed 
with the input of the communities in the 
project study area – here’s how:  

• Updated project information will be pro-
vided during the study through newsletters 
like this and through the project website, 
accessible at www.ncdot.org/~US64study.

• Four public workshops are planned during 
the course of the study: two in the Town of 
Apex and two in the Town of Pittsboro.  The 
dates and locations of the meetings will be 
provided in future issues of the newsletter.

• You can contact the project team directly 
by calling, emailing or sending a letter using 
the contact information provided on the 
back page.

• A Corridor Development Team including 
representatives from the Town of Apex, Town 
of Cary, Town of Pittsboro, Wake County, 
Chatham County and multiple resource  
agencies will be closely consulted and 
involved in decisions throughout the study. 
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Study Purpose and Limits
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is leading a study of a 
19-mile section of US 64 between the US 1/US 64 interchange in Cary to the US 64/
US 64 Business split on the east side of Pittsboro (Exit 385) (see map in inside panel). 
This effort is being conducted in partnership with the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (CAMPO); towns of Cary, Apex and Pittsboro; and Wake and 
Chatham counties. 

The study will result in an operations and design plan that identifies a series of long-term 
transportation and land development strategies to transition this section of the  
US 64 Corridor from its current condition to a freeway and expressway. These strate-
gies will be implemented over an extended period of time and will be developed 
with public input; continuous consultation of the Corridor Development Team, which 
includes representatives of local governments; an analysis of traffic along US 64; and 
consideration of land use in the surrounding area.
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US 64 Corridor  
Study Project Schedule

Access Management

Access Management is the plan-
ning, design and implementation of 
land use and transportation strate-
gies that provide the safe flow of 
traffic, while accommodating the 
access needs of adjacent develop-
ment.  There are many benefits of 
access management – it is critical to 
providing efficient and safe roads.

• Failure to manage access can be 
associated with adverse social, 
economic, and environmental 
impacts, including:

• Increased vehicular crashes and 
collisions involving pedestrians 
and cyclists;

• Accelerated reduction in roadway 
efficiency;

• Degradation of scenic landscapes;

• More cut-through traffic in resi-
dential areas due to overburdened 
major roads;

• Adverse impacts to homes and 
businesses due to a continuous 
cycle of widening roads; and

• Increased commute times, fuel 
consumption, and vehicular emis-
sions due to congestion.

(Modified from Transportation Research Board,  
http://www.accessmanagment.info) 
 
 

There are many techniques that 
can be used to manage access, 
including:

• Increasing spacing between 
signals and interchanges;

• Control of driveway location, 
spacing, and design;

• Use of exclusive turning lanes;

• Median treatments;

• Use of service and frontage 
roads; and

• Introduction of land use policies  
that limit right-of-way access  
to highways.

Modified from the Federal Highway Administration 
brochure, “Benefits of Access Management,” 
available at: http://www.accessmanagement.info/
pdf/BenefitsAccessMgmt.pdf).

Website
www.ncdot.org/~US64study 

Contact Information
Peter Trencansky, PE 

URS Corporation 
1600 Perimeter Park Drive, Suite 400 

Morrisville, North Carolina 27560 
Phone: 919-461-1332 

Fax: 919-461-1415 
Email: peter_trencansky@urscorp.com or 

David Wasserman, PE  
NCDOT Transportation Planning Branch  

1554 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1554 

Phone: 919-733-7932 Ext. 361 
Fax: 919-733-2417 

Email: dswasserman@dot.state.nc.us 

Toll Free Hotline
1-800-233-6315 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. weekdays

Español
La información acerca del proyecto está  
disponible en español en el sitio web de  

proyecto. Los boletines en español pueden  
ser solicitados de la línea directa de peaje-liberta.



Roadways are classified in several categories, including 
major and minor arterials, interstates, freeways and 
expressways, among others. Their classification is based 
on several elements, including whether access/driveways 
are provided (to developments) versus the movement of 
traffic (for example, whether traffic flows smoothly without 
traffic signals or whether there are traffic signals and access 
points). Within the limits of the study, US 64 is currently 
classified as a major arterial. The recommendation from 
previous studies is to upgrade a section of US 64 to a 
freeway and another section to an expressway to allow 
traffic to move more efficiently.
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Freeways - are roads that provide a high movement 
of traffic with limited access points. Freeways have a 
minimum of four lanes with a median and a posted speed 
limit of 55 mph or greater. There are no traffic signals or 
driveways on a freeway, and the only access points or 
connections are at interchanges. 

Cross streets are separated from the freeway, which 
means that they do not intersect the freeway on the same 
ground level. Interstate 40 is an example of a freeway.

Expressways - are roads that provide a high  
movement of traffic with limited to moderate access 
points. Expressways have a minimum of four lanes 
with a median and a posted speed limit ranging 
from 45 to 60 mph. There are no traffic signals on an 
expressway, and although driveways are sometimes 
allowed, they are strongly discouraged. Access is 
generally limited to connecting streets or service 
roads with only right-in/right-out movements, and 
connections are provided at interchanges for major 
cross streets and at ground-level intersections for 
minor cross streets. A good example of a short 
expressway section is US 64 in the vicinity of Salem 
Street in Apex.

Illustration of an Expressway

Facility Types

Access Function

Illustration of a Freeway
Disclaimer: These renderings are for illustrative purposes only.  
Actual placement of design elements may vary according to the NCDOT and Federal Guidelines.

Access provided at 
interchanges for major 

cross streets only

Example: High-speed 
directional interchange

U-turn median openings 
for use by authorized 

vehicles only

Control of  
access fence

Grade separations for 
minor cross streets

No traffic signals 
at intersections

Service Roads

Expressway – Directional Crossovers and Median U-turns

U-turns provide left  
turn and through 

movements for vehicles 
from side streets

Freeway – Full Control of Access

Service roads can 
provide access  
to businesses

Control of  
access fence

No left turns or 
crossing traffic 

from side streets

Wide medians 
with 3-strand 
cable guiderail

Cul-de-Sac


